Express.js Cheat Sheet

Routing - Middleware - REST - Static Files

SETUP & APP

npminstall express

i mport express from'express'

const app = express()

app. use(express.json())

app. use(express. url encoded({ extended:
true }))

app. | isten(3000, ()
consol e. | og(' Runni ng on 3000'))

ROUTING

get User s)
creat eUser)

=>

app. get (' /users',
app. post (' /users',
app. put (' /users/:id', updateUser)

app. del ete('/users/:id, deleteUser)
app.all ('/adm n/*', adm nM ddl ewar e,

admi nControl |l er)
app.route('/itens').get(list).post(create)

MIDDLEWARE

app. use((req, res, next) => {
consol e. | og(reqg. method, req.url)

next () /1 call next m ddl eware
9]
app. use('/api', api Router)

app. use('/static',
express.static('public'))
Order matters middleware runs
top-to-bottom

REQUEST OBJECT

req. parans. id /1 route :id
req. query. page /1 ?page=2
req. body. emai | /'l parsed
JSON/ form

req. headers. aut hori zati on

req. cooki es. sessi on 11

(cooki e- parser)

reqg.ip req.nethod req.path

req. host nane
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RESPONSE OBJECT

res.json({ users: [] }) /1 200
JSON

res.status(201).json({ id: 11})
res.status(404).json({ error: 'Not
found' })

res.send(' Hello") /'l text
res. sendFi | e( pat h) Il file

res.redirect('/login')
res. set (' X-Header', 'value')

ROUTER

/'l users.js

const router = express. Router()
router.get('/', listUsers)
router.post('/', createUser)
router.get('/:id, getUser)
export default router

/'l app.js

app. use('/api/users',

ERROR HANDLING

:>{

user sRout er)

app. use((err, req, res,
consol e. error(err.stack)
res.status(err.status ?? 500).json({

next)

error: err.nessage
9]

9]

4-arg middleware = error handler;
must be last

next (err) to pass error to handler

ROUTE PARAMS & QUERY

app. get (' /users/:id/ posts/:postld,

(req, res) => {

const { id, postld } = req.parans
const { page =1, limt =10 } =
req. query

res.json({ userld: id, postld, page,
limt })

9]

app. paranm('id, (req, res, next, id) =>
{

req.user = User.findByld(id)

next ()

9]
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STATIC FILES

app. use(express.static(' public'))
app. use('/assets',
express.static('dist/assets'))

/1 Serve with options:

app. use(express.static('public', {

maxAge: '1d',
etag: true
)

Files in 'public’ served at root URL

BODY PARSING

app. use(express.json({ limt: '"10nmb' }))
app. use(express. url encoded({ extended:
true }))

/1 Multipart / file upload:

inport nulter from'nulter'

const upload = nulter({ dest: 'uploads/'
})

app. post (' /upl oad' ,

upl oad. single('file'), handler)

COMMON MIDDLEWARE

hel et () /'l security headers
cors() /1 CORS headers

nor gan(' dev') /'l request |ogging
conpressi on() /'l gzip responses
cooki e- par ser /] parse cookies

Il
11

express-rate-limt
express-val i dat or

rate limting
i nput validation

COMMON GOTCHAS

Error handler must have 4 args
(err,req,res,next)

Missing next() call hangs request
indefinitely

Order of app.use() matters put
catch-all last

express.json() body is undefined
without middleware

async errors need try/catch +
next(err) pattern




